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Aluminium Carbon Products
A Five Year Strategic Market Outlook

• Will new Chinese petroleum coke laws have a dramatic impact on the
availability of green coke for use within the aluminium sector?

• Are there any alternatives to the threatened reduction in supply of
traditional anode grade cokes from both China and the USA?

• What is the outlook for green coke, calcined coke, coal tar pitch and
third-party carbon anode prices out to 2020?



Will shifting crude oil
quality greatly reduce
the availability of
traditional anode 
grade cokes used in
the production of
calcined coke?

Will the US’s shale oil
production be as
destructive to green
coke quality as feared?

Will China still have low
sulphur coke available
for export?

What strategies are
being adopted by
companies producing
and purchasing
aluminium carbon
products?

The global aluminium industry is
undergoing major structural changes at
present which are pushing LME prices
back down to levels not seen since
2009, and potentially beyond. 

Although there have been intermittent
bursts of price recovery, reaching a peak
of almost $2,800/tonne in April 2011,
since early 2013 cash LME prices have
languished near permanently beneath the
$2,000/tonne mark.

Large swathes of smelter capacity
have been shuttered as high
production costs make these
operations untenable. For others, the
resultant squeeze on margins has kept
smelters heavily focussed on their input
costs in a bid to remain profitable.

This is exactly why Metal Bulletin
Research has chosen to focus on
producing this brand new research
study, “Aluminium Carbon Products –
A Five Year Strategic Market Outlook.” 

While alumina and power still
constitute the largest share of
aluminium smelters’ costs, carbon
products are also vital components of
the aluminium reduction process.  

To a degree, the supply of these carbon
products has been taken as granted,
but the reality is that some of this
supply is currently under risk on a scale
that has not been witnessed before.

The downside for the aluminium
industry is that the raw materials
required to produce both coal tar pitch
and calcined coke are little more than
minor by-products from the oil and
steel sectors. They have limited
importance when it comes to
investment decisions, essentially
leaving the aluminium industry with
little control over their carbon supply.

Aluminium Carbon Products
A Five Year Strategic Market Outlook

Metal Bulletin Research have published an in-depth study,
Aluminium Carbon Products – A Five Year Market
Outlook that provides green coke, calcined petroleum coke
and coal tar pitch price forecasts, details of coke and pitch
producers and increased coverage on China’s role as a carbon
supplier to the global aluminium sector. 

“MBR's comprehensive coverage of market
developments, pricing and forecasts helps us
understand and anticipate market dynamics.”
HUBER



The Aluminium production 
cost structure

Different forms of green 
petroleum coke

At present there are no financially viable alternatives to
producing primary aluminium using the carbon reduction
process. Aluminium smelters will have to continue
sourcing their carbon needs from somewhere or close
down. This strategic outlook explores the most pressing
themes affecting the aluminium carbon products market
today and analyses how this will shape the quality,
geographical availability and cost of these products over
the next five years.   

This study is essential reading and
offers a global coverage including:

lNorth America lEurope lChina
l India lLatin America
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Aluminium Carbon Products – A Five Year Market Outlook is a timely study
providing crucial analysis and medium-term forecasts.

• Crucial analysis of the key facts and data globally 
and regionally, including extended coverage of the
Chinese sector

• An assessment of future trends and their implication for
carbon product prices

• A review of current understanding on the impact of
shale oil on green coke quality

• A review of measures in place for smelters to adapt to
shifting green coke quality

• Review of current green petroleum coke and calcined
petroleum coke availability

• The likelihood of China prohibiting the usage of high
sulphur coke, and an assessment of the potential impact
on the aluminium industry

• Addressing the key issue of where smelters will
potentially source carbon products from in the future

• Production, supply and demand outlook

This study offers expert analysis,
forecasting and independent
guidance including: 

Why is this study essential reading?

• The timing of this study is key as London Metal Exchange
prices slump to six-year lows and smelters look to cut input
costs wherever possible to remain in operation;

• Provides a valuable insight into the industry to assist with
successful carbon product pricing negotiations;

• Addresses key developments in regional raw material
supply and technological advances which may provide
new sources of supply in the future. 

“MBR's highly satisfactory  study provided key findings on
which our newly adopted modernisation and sales strategies
were based.”
Krasnoyarsk Aluminium Smelter (RUSAL)

This study provides the must have information you
and your business needs to succeed
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Other relevant Metal Bulletin Research publications include:

• Steel Plate Market by Grade, Dimension and Application: 
Global Strategic Outlook to 2024

• Impact of Environmental Policies on the Global Steel Industry: 
Technical and Economic Performance Assessment from the 
EU Perspective

• Global Aluminium Outlook by Product/Sector to 2025 
• MBR Aluminium Weekly Market Tracker
• MBR Base Metals Forecaster 
• Global Aluminium Extrusions Market Outlook by Sector to 2030 
• Bauxite and Alumina Industry out to 2030
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